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Cynthia Jeanne Lee MD 
C/o 3rd Floor SWC 
150 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Donald H. Heller 
A Law Corporation 
701 University Avenue, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

October 12,2011 

Via Fax from 415-440-7773 to 916-520-3497 

Dear Mr. Heller, 

I am contacting you to give you additional ammunition in your goal of ending the death 

penalty in California. To this end I am enclosing a copy of a letter I just emailed to a 

prominent public defender in Texas. Please consider that the forensic psychiatrist I quote, 

Elvira Pascua-Lim MD, received her forensic training at U C Davis. This is not just a . 

Texas problem or a Harvard problem. Please contact me if I can be of any assistance as 

an experiential witness. 
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To: jstoffregen@co.lubbock.tx.us 

Cynthia Jeanne Lee M D 

Clo 3rd Floor SWC 

150 Golden Gate Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94102 


Fax 415-440-7770 

Jack Stoffregen 
West Texas Regional Public Defender for Capital Cases 
P. O. Box 20S7 

Lubbock, Texas 79408 


October 12, 2011 
I 

Via email fromcynthia.jeanne.lee@gmail.comtojstofffregen@co.lubbock.tx.us 

Dear Mr. Stoffregen, 

I contact you and your organization to initiate a dialogue regarding the content of the training that forensic 
psychiatrists receive to prepare them for their ~ole in assessing the culpability of an offender. This is an issue 
most physicians do not want to broach because it entails criticism of the abilities of many specialties. However, 
it is necessa/y for physicians to speak out when the issue of failure to make adequate diagnosis is involved. 
Most physicians have never met a forensic specialist who would be evaluating and testifying in capital cases. I 
did and I wa~ appalled by the breadth of the corruption of their training. It is an example of the "big lie" as 
discussed in iMein Kampf and utilized by Joseph Goebbels. The lie is so promoted that even the forensic 
specialists themselves cannot fathom it. I became aware of this when i discovered I had failed to make 
accurate diagnoses on a large number of very vulnerable patients. My efforts to correct that error resulted in 
my license being targeted by the State of Texas. In that very fact may exist an unusual opportunity to protect 
persons from death penalty sentences. 

In 2002 I met with the Texas state Board of Medical Examiners and was face to face with Dr. Elvira Pascu-Lim 
while introducing her to a Board Certified Sleep Medicine physician. I was at the Board because there was an 
assertion by this board that I was incompetent due to the fact I was educating my patients about sleep apnea 
.symptoms and referring patients for polysomnograms at a rate that exceeded the usual and customary for 
family physidians. Dr. Pascua-Lim made a statement that she was glad I brought the sleep medicine physician 
along because she "knew almost nothing about sleep apnea". Unfortunately, or possibly fortunately for capital 
defenders, D1r. Pascua-Lim decided to ignore the assertion of the sleep medicine physician that I was actually 
extraordinari y competent in my knowledge and practices of patients with obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) and 
she decided Ito restrict my license. Mr. Stoffregen, I proceeded to discover that Harvard Medical School 
Psychiatry and Forensic Psychiatry program was teaching their residents that obstructive sleep apnea (OSA) 
resulted fronjl a patient becoming depressed over life events. I told the co-director of this forensic psychiatry 
program that no one boarded in sleep medicine would agree with him. I continue to maintain this would be the 

10f2 10/12/2011 10:12 AN. 

mailto:jstoffregen@co.lubbock.tx.us
mailto:cynthia.jeanne.lee@gmail.com
https:!/mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=9fc


..... ~ - ---. ~ ~U~".r «UUI ~UI \..It;,l'-' tJlS,Yl:HHunsrs: blVlra Pascua-Lim https:llmail.google.comlmaill?ui=2&ik=9fc18118ba&view=pt&sean 

case with the exception of those physicians owned by the pharmaceutical industry. This industry appears to be 
behind efforts to suppress accurate information about OSA so that physicians will be more likely to prescribe 
an antidepressant. 

Mr. Stoffregen. this is not the only area of medicine that forensic psychiatrists are deficient in their knowledge. 
Liver disease resulting in mental status changes is being missed left and right. The most accurate testing for 
this issue was described in a major symposium over 20 years ago. To the best of my knowledge a straight 
forward noninvasive testing procedure. more accurate than arterial ammonia levels. is not being utilized 
clinically or forensically, except in research protocols. Why this is, I do not know. but a high percentage of 
persons incarcerated are known to have liver disease. This liver disease is amenable to dietary management 
and oral supplements have been shown to dramatically improve their liver status in European trials years ago. 
probably, th~se management protocols are not known because they are cheap and safeL 

A third area that bears investigation is that toxic exposures, such as carbon monoxide or carbon disulfide, can 
result in inappropriate behavior long term. Carbon disulfide can result from exposures in agricultural settings. 
These substances have been implicated in abusive sexual behaviors but I am unaware of , as yet, an 
association with capital offenses. 

I was about to sue the State of Texas Board of Medical Examiners in federal court in 2005. instead, I was 
notified that the person who agreed to contract for this had suddenly died. I was then intimidated and stalked 
so that I left the state. I am blogging about my experiences at cynthiajeanneleemd.wordpress.com Please 
contact me by email and U S Mail if I can be of any assistance. I would like to fax a copy of this to document 
the contact however, there is not a fax number on the Internet that I have located. Perhaps you would be so 
kind as to have one emailed. faxed. or snail mailed to me? 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cynthia Jeanne Lee MD 
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